
  Home of the Warriors & Warriorettes!

Hello SHS Family and Community Members,

I am writing to you concerning a very important meeting that will be held on Thursday, May 3 at 5:30 pm 
in the Mid-America Science Park here in Scottsburg.  The Indiana Department of Education is conducting 
a hearing on a proposed charter school for Scott County.  

Many people do not realize that a charter school is another public school, not a private school option.  I 
want to point out that choices are important for parents, and that is why at SHS we offer several paths of 
study for our students.  Let’s look at the choices currently available to Scott County parents:

1. We currently have two public school corporations within five miles of each other in Scott County 
Districts 1 & 2.  We have two high schools, two middle schools and five elementary schools all rated 
highly successful by the Indiana Department of Education. If you push that out to a ten mile radius, we 
have four public school corporations with the addition of Crothersville and Henryville schools!  What 
other county of 23,000 people has the choice of four separate public school corporations?

2. Scott County parents have a private elementary option that accepts state funded vouchers for tuition.  

3. Scott County parents have virtual schools for tuition free options for secondary education.

4. SHS parents have the choice of High Schools That Work, New Tech and Prosser Vocational School for 
their students.  We offer college courses from Ivy Tech Community College, Purdue University, 
Vincennes University and we are in discussions with both Hanover College and Indiana University 
about adding choices for our students.

5. SHS is the only school in the state to offer a fully accredited EMT program starting in the fall of 2012!

6. SHS is working with the City of Scottsburg to provide a virtual school option for our taxpayers that 
home school.

Scott County School District 2 is working hard to provide your child a 21st Century Education, having 
received grants in the past two years as an innovative school district.  SCSD2 has hosted eleven other 
schools from all over Indiana to witness this first hand.

There are some misunderstandings concerning the proposed charter school that I feel as an 
administrator , and more importantly a resident of Scott County, should clear up:

1. The proposed charter school has no connection with either Scott 1 or 2 and its students will not be able 
to participate in agriculture, athletics, dual credit or music programs at SCSD2.

2. The charter will be publicly funded by the tax payers of Scott County with no accountability to the local 
tax payers.  Their board is self appointed and not answerable to the voters of Scott County.  

3. As another public school corporation, our local taxes will be impacted by any facility plan or upgrade.



4. The charter school, by not providing transportation in a community with a 60% free and reduced 
population, will in essence create a private school mentality funded by the tax payers of Scott County.

I want to encourage you to come out and voice your opinion at the hearing.  Remember this decision will 
impact your child’s education, your local tax rate and the future of programming opportunities for the 
residents of Scott County.  Parents have the freedom to pursue many options for their child’s education, 
whether another public or private school, but the question remains: do we need a fifth tax payer funded 
public school within a ten mile radius of Scottsburg?

Please join me and other concerned citizens of Scott County at the May 3rd hearing!

Richard Manns, Principal of Scottsburg High School


